
"Each year , Americans observe National Hispanic Heritage Month from September 15 to October 15 ,

by celebrating the histories , cultures and contributions of American citizens whose ancestors came

from Spain , Mexico , the Caribbean and Central and South America.The observation started in 1968

as Hispanic Heritage Week under President Lyndon Johnson and was expanded by President Ronald

Reagan in 1988 to cover a 30-day period starting on September 15 and ending on October 15. It was

enacted into law on August 17 , 1988 , on the approval of Public Law 100-402.The day of September 15

is significant because it is the anniversary of independence for Latin American countries Costa Rica ,

El Salvador , Guatemala , Honduras and Nicaragua. In addition , Mexico and Chile celebrate their

independence days on September 16 and September 18 , respectively. Also , Columbus Day or Día de

la Raza , which is October 12 , falls within this 30 day period." READ MORE

Retrieved from https://hispanicheritagemonth.gov/about/ 
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Written by: Melissa Miranda Morse
Next year, the Center for Latino/a and Latin

American Studies will celebrate a milestone 50-

year anniversary. The center’s comprehensive

programs include student services, campus

advocacy, community outreach, research, two

learning communities, and an academic minor in

Latino/a and Latin American Studies. Each year, it

serves several hundred students on campus

through its activities. Over its history, more than

2,000 students have directly participated in its

learning communities, and numerous leaders,

educators, and other accomplished professionals

are among its alumni.

A legacy of the Civil Rights Movement and the student movements of the 1960s, the center

was established in 1971 as the Latino en Marcha Leadership Training by community

organizations Latin Americans for Social and Economic Development (LA SED) and New

Detroit, Inc. Its goal was to develop leaders among Latino/a youth in Detroit by helping them

to attain a college education. In 1972, the program was incorporated into Wayne State

University, becoming a full-fledged academic center, and was renamed the Center for

Chicano-Boricua Studies, reflecting the two Latino/a ethnic  groups that had worked side-by-

side to create the program. In 2011, the center's name changed to the Center for Latino/a and

Latin American Studies, celebrating its current multi-ethnic community. 

The center is a resource for the entire Wayne State University community and welcomes all

students to take an LAS course or participate in its annual events. For more information visit 

las.wayne.edu.
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CENTER  FOR  LATINO/A  AND  LATIN  AMERICAN  STUDIES

CELEBRATES  50  YEARS  OF  SERVING  THE  WAYNE

STATE  COMMUNITY

1971 article from the Detroit News announcing the incorporation of the Latino en Marcha program (now

the Center for Latino/a and Latin American Studies) to Wayne State University.

2019 Nuevo Comienzo Latina/o/x and Native Student

Graduation, an event hosted annually by the center.

https://las.wayne.edu/
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CELEBRATING  NATIONAL

HISPANIC/LATINX  HERITAGE  @ WSU

N A T H A N  C H A V E Z

ASSOCIATE  D IRECTOR ACADEMIC

APPL ICAT IONS |  COMPUT ING &

INFORMAT ION TECHNOLOGY

"I was admitted to WSU as a student in the

Center for Chicano-Boricua Studies (now the

Center for Latino/a and Latin American

Studies). I believe representation is very

important and know that I was fortunate to

learn from faculty and staff that experienced

similar barriers while earning an education. I

am proud to work at my alma mater while

serving as a role model for the next

generation of Latinx students."

L E L A  J I M E N E Z

SEN IOR ,  POL I T ICAL  SC IENCE AND

PEACE AND CONFL ICT  STUD IES

“I have been blessed with the opportunities to

travel to Puerto Rico and Mexico to be with

my family and experience all of my culture.

Being a part of a community bigger than my

myself is what makes my heritage so

important to me. From the music to the

language, being Latina has shaped me into

the person I am today.”

M E L I S S A  T O R R E S

JUN IOR ,  B IOMEDICAL

ENGINEER ING

MINOR -  LAT INO\A AND LAT IN

AMER ICAN STUD IES

"Wayne State has made it easier for me

to get in touch with my LatinX side with

various orgs I am apart of such as Sigma

Lambda Gamma National Sorority, Inc

and the Latino/a American Studies

program. They have helped me embrace

my LatinX side and taught me about my

culture in which I will continue to

educate others on."
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G E R A R D O  G U A D A L U P E

G U A D I A N A  J R

SEN IOR ,  GLOBAL  SUPPLY

CHA IN  MANAGEMENT

"Being a first generation

Mexican American college student

and obtaining the outreach chair of

the LatinX Student Association has

helped me embrace my LatinX

heritage and education. I am proud

to be a LatinX at WSU in search of

higher education and mentoring

students in business, Spanish, and

English who are to come. Viva WSU!

(Long Live WSU)“

T H E  I N T E R S E C T I O N  O F

I M M I G R A T I O N  S T A T U S  &

L G B T Q +  

Jo in  u s  as  we  lea rn  f rom fo rmer

WSU s tudent  Adon i s  F lo res

about  the  i n te r sec t ion  o f

va r y i ng  immig ra t ion  s ta tus

changes  and  be ing  ac t i ve  i n  t he

LGBTQ+  commun i t y .  RSVP  he re .

SAVE THE DATE!

9/25 | NOON - 1 P.M.

https://getinvolved.wayne.edu/event/6402020


REGISTERED STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS @WSU

Association of Latino Professionals for America, Wayne State University Chapter

The Destino Movement at WSU

Lambda Theta Alpha Latin Sorority, Incorporated

Latino Medical Student Organization/ Amigos Medicos 

Latinx Law Students Association 

LatinX Student Association

Multicultural Greek Council

Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers

THIS LIST IS NOT EXHAUSTIVE! IF YOUR ORG IS NOT LISTED, PLEASE CONTACT

OMSE@WAYNE.EDU

To learn more about
any of these

organizations, visit:

Check out the WSU Libraries Subject of the

Month page that highlights eBooks, videos,

and websites that explore topics related to

Hispanic/Latinx Heritage Month! 

https://guides.lib.wayne.edu/somd

WATCH  |  READ|  LEARN  

WHATWHAT
DOES ITDOES IT

MEANTO BEMEANTO BE

AFRO-AFRO-
LATINOLATINO
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LATINO OR HISPANIC?
WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE?

VOICES FROM THE
AFRO-LATINX
EXPERIENCE

https://getinvolved.wayne.edu/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=25&v=5RN9DQMrgSg&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=25&v=5RN9DQMrgSg&feature=emb_title
https://guides.lib.wayne.edu/somd
https://www.instagram.com/aintilatina/
https://www.npr.org/2020/07/02/886568058/the-afro-latinx-experience-black-lives-matter
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=67j5sqiqViA
https://elibrary.wayne.edu/record=b5716525~S47

